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Nurturing preschool children who develop communication ability and grow with peers
Attempts in child care and education to deepen their involvement in friends
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Abstract
This study examines cases of 4- and 5-year-old preschool children who become involved with their peers and engage

in mixed-aged interactions in daily life and play, as seen in the practice of child care and education. The nature of this
involvement, as seen in those children who “develop the ability to become involved with others and grow with their peers”
in the preschool period, is discussed with consideration, first, of the development of communication ability acquired
through interest and concern, situation sharing, consideration, cooperation, experiences and learning through mixed-aged
interaction; and second, consideration of the nurturing of children growing in the company of their peers. The findings
indicate that (1) children take interest in friends' play and actively engage in it when an environment is provided that
allows them to engage in activities of interest; (2) teachers should help children introduce shared experiences into their
stories, experiences whose images can best be shared among themselves by conveying thoughts into words; (3) children
learn how to put themselves in each other’s shoes and behave considerately by remembering their own past experiences
and sympathizing with the thoughts of others; (4) children enjoy making a picture book that allows them to give shape to
their stories in a manner that promotes shared understanding; and (5) teachers should choose child care and education
content, structure the environment, and employ teacher encouragement to foster a deepening of children’s mutual
interaction. In addition, we should discuss new findings that will be obtained as a result of focusing on children's interests
and concerns, mixed-aged interaction, and cooperation, as well as on teachers’ attempts at formation of the environment

and support of children’s enjoyment of mutual play so as to benefit children.
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