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Decomposition of Peasant Class in Citrus Farming
—with Mikkabi Town in Shizuoka Prefecture as an Example—
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Abstract

In this study, the author conducted a field survey in village A, Mikkabi Town, Shizuoka Prefecture to clarify the
mechanism underlying “bipolar decomposition and formation of large-scale farms” in the town. This town has the
following characteristic that has made expansion of its production scale possible: under such circumstances as vigorous
growth of the off-farm labor market and agricultural recession in neighboring communities, it was able to complete
the construction of in-farm roads that enabled travel to neighboring communities for “migrant farming” while taking
advantage of its strength as a brand production area. It can be said that this town embodies one of the few bright spots in

the decomposition of the peasant class under agricultural disintegration.
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