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The Report on Analysis for How First-person Narrative Functions in Stories/ Novels

— Through the Examination of the Differences of First-person Narratives between 4 Works: ‘Kaeri-michi or On the Way Home’,
‘Shonen no Hi no Omoide or Memories of Boyhood', ‘Akusyu or A Handshake™ and ‘Chiisana Tebukuro or Small Gloves—
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Abstract
This thesis analyisizes how differently first-person narrative functions respectively in 4 works: ‘Kaeri-Michi or On the

Way Home', ‘Shonen no Hi no Omoide or Memories of Boyhood’, ‘Akusyu or A Handshake' and ‘Chiisana Tebukuro or
Small Gloves'First of all, behind ‘Kaeri-Michi or On the Way Home' is the existence of a third narrator who is in charge
of how the story develops.Next, in ‘Shonen no Hi no Omoide or Memories of Boy’hood”, there is a listener described as
“Watashi or I" by the “narrative” of “Boku or I”, and the “narrative I" is always conscious of the “listener I".Thirdly, ‘Akusyu
or A Handshake’ reveals the reason why the narrator himself narrates the story by showing finally his own present
situation at the end of the story.On the contrary, ‘Chiisana Tebukuro or Small Gloves’ delibarately finish the story without
returning to the narrative “now” inspite of explaining about it on the way of the story. This way the story is narrated has
a fictious effect of having the readers imagine how long a blank time there is in its narrative.

Through the analysis of the 4 works, the result is this;

When reading stories comprehensively, it is indespesable for us to distinguish the first-person “narrative” works from
the third-person “narrative” ones, but that is not enough. In the first-person “narrative’, it is necessary to read throughly
“now” of the narrative. It's because the narrative “now” in which the story is narrated is related not just to when the
narrator talks, but also clearly shows the fictional issue: why or for what he or she talks of the story.By comprehending
how deliberately the third-person “narrative” function in each story, you can gain an insight into the mechanism of
“narrative” in the stories / novels. Also, although the listener is not always described in the work, either the presence or
absence of the listener affects the mechanism of “narrative”.Finally, by grasping who the first-person narrator is or what

he or she is talking about, how the mechanism of “narrative” works can be recognized.
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keywords : First-person Narrative, ‘Kaeri-michi or On the Way Home’, ‘Shonen no Hi no Omoide or Memories of

Boyhood’, ‘Akusyu or A Handshake’ and ‘Chiisana Tebukuro or Small Gloves’
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