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Democracy on the Brink of Authoritarianism:
Criticism of “the Twilight of the Liberal World Order”
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Abstract

Many Europeans believe they have to offer the world: not power, but the transcendence of power. The “essence” of the
European Union is “all about subjecting inter-state relations to the rule of law,” and Europe’s experience of successful
multilateral governance has in turn produced an ambition to convert the world. The United States, meanwhile, remains
mired in history, exercising power in the anarchic Hobbesian world where international laws and rules are unreliable
and where true security and the defense and promotion of a liberal order still depend on the possession and use of
military might. According to neocon, that is why on major strategic and international questions today, Americans and
Europeans agree on little and understand one another less and less, and if president Trump ceases to place a high
priority on reassuring allies and partners in the world's principal strategic theaters, then the collapse of the world order
may not be far off, that is the twilight of the liberal international order. In this paper, as a criticism of such arguments,
Bruce Russett’'s democratic peace, Michael Doyle’s constitutional liberalism, Robert Kagan's twilight of the liberal world
order, misunderstanding of Islam, imperfect democratic regimes, danger of authoritarianism, security dilemma by

strengthening military power, and incorporating Russia and China into the Kantian system are reviewed and discussed.
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