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The Transformation of “Community Bus” as Discourse
—The Discrepancy Between Name and Reality, and Its Background —
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Abstract
The term “community bus” has its original meaning as a bus of volunteer transportation by non-profit organizations

in the Rural areas of the UK, generally starting in the 1970s, and is essentially the image of a community bus. However,
the semantic divide from the community began in 1978 when the government used this term for a new form of bus, the
minibus.In 1995, Musashino City began operating Mu-bus as Japan's first community bus service, and its success created
a nationwide boom in community buses. Many of the municipal buses on behalf of the abolished routes that were already
there due to the policy transfer of the Mu-bus nickname competition also called themselves community buses. This was a
big bang in the discourse, and the term exploded in popularity. In 1997, the national government also formally announced
the definition of this new type of bus. However, in 2004, the national government issued a document defining it as a bus
service operated mainly by municipalities, and in 2009, the national government's main ministry officially defined it as
a bus service operated by municipalities on behalf of existing bus operators. This means that resident-led buses, such as
Daigo Community Bus and Sumiyoshidai Kuru Kuru Bus, are outside the scope of the project.But in the future, it will be
necessary for local residents’ organizations and NPOs to take the initiative in establishing community buses in the true

sense of the word.
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