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An Analysis of Narratives in Short Stories

—Considering the way ‘Bon-Miyage or Bon Festival Souvenior’, ‘Hashire, Melos or Run,

Melos’, and ‘Kokyo or Hometown' are narrated —
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Abstract

This thesis aims to clarify how analysizing in detail the way a story is narrated will lead to a deeper understanding of
the work. In this thesis, the way in which narration functions to develop the story plot is analysized in the three works,
‘Bon-Miyage or Bon Festival Souvenior’, ‘Hashire, Melos or Run, Melos" and ‘Kokyo or Hometown'. In ‘Bon Festival
Souvenior’, at first reading, it seems like the son, in third grade of elementary school, is the first-person narrator of the
story, but when analysized, the narration changes and the existence of another adult narrator emerges from behind him.
The duality of different ways of narration can be seen behind the plot. ‘Run, Meros’ is a work narrated in an omniscience
third-person, but the narrator assimilates himself into Meros from the middle of the story. In ‘Hometown’, the first-person
narrator T talks about his own homecoming after twenty years’ leaving , mainly focusing on two characters: Lungtou and

Ant Yan. The narrator chooses deliberately what to narrate, while dissimilating himself into T who is to be narrated.
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