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10 Historic Events and Memories of 2020 Tokyo Summer Olympic & Paralympic Games
amid the COVID-19 Crisis
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Abstract
The second Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic Games had been postponed by one year for the first time in the history

of the Games due to the COVID-19 crisis and was held from July to September 2021. To prevent the spread of infection
in Japan, strict measures were taken at the border control by the Japanese government for all athletes and participants
entering from overseas during the period. Most of the match venues held no spectators, and the expected legacy effect of
the Games was not fulfilled. The areas affected by the Great East Japan Earthquake were also hit by the COVID-19 crisis,
and the idea of "the Recovery Olympics”, which was the purpose of the Games, was greatly deviated. On the other hand,
international sport organizations have expressed their appreciation towards the Tokyo Organizing Committee and the
Japanese government, which completed the Games management successfully in the difficult situation. Athletes showed
audience all over the world how to face adversities. The 32nd Summer Olympic Games in Tokyo must be an event that
will be passed down to future generations, just like the 7th Antwerp Games, which was held after the devastation of World
War I and the Spanish flu, and the 12th Tokyo Games, which was held for the first time in Asia. In this report I selected 10
memorable media moments during the Games, including events that happened for the first time ever in the history of the

Olympics and international news and social phenomena observed during the period.
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Keeping it in the family @ ¥ ¥

Brother and sister Abe Hifumi and Abe Uta made
history today, becoming the FIRST siblings in Olympic
history to win Olympic gold medals on the same day in
an individual sport!

#UnitedByEmotion #AFamilyAffair
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I'll forever be thankful for Junetendo @ for allowing
me to come train separately to try to get my skills back.
The japanese are some of, if not the sweetest people

I've ever met.
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Simone Biles @
@Simone_Biles

{ith GymCastic @GymCastic - 8F4H
The Secret Japanese Gym Where Simone Biles Trained for Her Olympic Comeback
buff.ly/2WUfA7z

rics—away rrom the intense spotignt that
radiates over the greatest gymnast ever.

There was a gymnast who needed to use
the school’s gym.

She found it in a quiet distant suburb of
Tokyo, in a facility near rice fields about
an hour’s drive from the competition
venue.

‘Two hours after Aoki got the call, Biles ar-
rived. He had quickly talked to the gym-
nastics coaches. They locked all the en-
trances for her. No one would catch a
glimpse of her as she tried to regain skills
that had been hard-wired for her just days
earlier.

She practiced for two hours that day. Then

FAi4:02 - 2021478H5H - Twitter for iPhone

“This is a complicated matter,” he was
told. “But this is for Biles.”

About 12 hours earlier, Simone Biles had
stunned the world by pulling out of the
women’s team final while it was still under
way, a shaky vault leaving her certain she
could not continue to perform safely or ef-
fectively.

Biles would later say she couldn’t under-
stand how or why everything went wrong,
but that she had lost her sense of where
she was in the air as she twisted and
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