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Yunnan Model Mud Kiln
—The possibility of a small kiln—
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Summary
Many years of continuous research have demonstrated that finished works of pottery may be produced from clay even

without a pottery kiln using the “Yunnan model mud kiln" earthenware firing method, which has been a subject of study
in archaeology field. Here, we sought an easy-to-construct kiln shape, testing three original Yunan model mud kilns,
improved by making them as small as possible so that even people without pottery experience could attempt to build one.
We found that if easily built small kilns similar to a Yunnan model mud kiln using wall clay can sufficiently withstand high
temperatures without collapsing, and the fuel can be switched midway to charcoal, then temperatures can be raised to

over 1000°C in a short time. However, in comparison to the original Yunnan model mud kilns, it was clear that there were

also new issues, such as the time for low temperature increases, and sparks produced by funnels for ventilation.
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