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Democracy and the Philosophical Dialectic
An Inquiry into the Book I of Plato’s Republic
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Abstract

In this paper, I tried to elucidate following four problems. First, I tried to point that the democratic order, wherein
we are living today, is faced to a political predicament. Second, I tried to elucidate characteristics of the logic in Plato’s
Republic, particularly in its First Book, in order to seek the logic to overcome that predicament in the Platonic /ogos
which is the logic of the greatest classical political philosophy developed in the declining Athenian democracy similar to
our age's. Third, I tried to elucidate that the /ogos of political philosophy required for the rebirth of democracy must be
the /ogos different from the political rhetoric or the philosophical rhetoric distilled from analyzing the First Book. And,
lastly, through these deliberations, I realized that, in the ‘heterogeneous knowledge’ as a Dionysian knowledge showed by
the speakers in Plato’s Symposium or by the Athenian in Plato’'s Laws, we can find the original type of /ogos needed for

realizing of the future democratic order and the eternal peace.
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